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Welcome!

The Southwest Earlg Childhood Conference was established in 2011 after six earlg childhood

ProFessionals from rural southwest Coloradojoined efforts in eagerness to offer local high~qua|it9

ProFessional development. Research of the lack of OEPortunities in the area was identified bg a Buell Earlg
Childhood Leadership Program Capstone project. The annual conference has a mission to encourage
prrog P P &

“relationshiPs” b bringin together locals in the field and ogering many relationship~based sessions

that will benefit aﬁ earlg céldhood educators.



5Pccial (uest and chnotc SPca!«:r
Miriam Bclog]ovskg &

Kegnote Address: 9:00-10:30
InsPin'ng ﬂay in Children

In this workshop, Participants will learn the value of loose parts, discover how to incorPorate loose parts into the
learning ecosystem and gain an unclerstancling of how loose parts support curriculum and children’s devclopment
Farticipants will take away an understanding of what loose parts are, how theg promote active ]earning, dcepen critical
thinking, promote divergent and creative tl‘winking and support the cleve!opmental domains. We will also exPlore a
process that will }'zelp establish ongoing collaborations with families and community agencies in order to create Plag

spaces for young children........ and more!

io |ntormation — Miriam Deloglovs

Bio [nf Miriam Beloglovsky

Miriam Belog]ovskg is a Progessor of earlg childhood education, sought after Public sPcaker, coach, and the co-
author of the Loose Farts ]nsPiring Flag awarc|~winning books series, which have created an international
Plﬂenomenon and have been translated into different languages. 5}16 embraces P]ag as a vehicle that transforms

People’s lives.

Miriam is a Play advocate and founder and (CIZO of FPlayful T ransformation, a company dedicated to advocating

for the right to play and finding joy in life. Miriam’s mission is to weave together play, collaboration, public policy,
education, critical reflection, inquiry, creativity, and innovation to enhance play opportunities for young children and
educators - all with the belief that Plag is central t human transformation, to buil&ing community and to enhance
education, which can lead to authentic equitg and more civil society. She believes tat in co”aboration, we can create

Plag spaces and Plag oPPortuniteis to impact Peoples lives.

LLearn more at piaugultransgormation.com
T



Preakouts ~ 10:45 ~ 12:15
Session 4 - Josie Snow; ﬁaylhgin the [~ ages

ow do you turn reading into a playtul experience? |n this session, participants will explore various methods to
H clgt dgt PIHFIP 7 |n th PtPt i PI thods t

}Jring the work of P133 to books and how cloing so can broaden and enrich both reacling and Plaﬂ‘

About Josie:
Josie Snow hales from Pagosa Springs, Colorado. 5}’]6 has always been a reader, and loves learning about
g pring Y g

stories, PeoP|e, times, and P|aces outside of her own exPerience. 5}16 went to [ ort Lewis Co”ege and received

her Bachelors &egree in Elcmentar9 [~ ducation. She taught for three years before decic{ing to pursue her
Masters in (Children’s | iterature at Simmons Co”ege. Now she works as the C}ﬂlc{ren’s | ibrarian in Fagosa,

where she enjogs Finding new ways to make books come to life for all readers.

Session [5 -] ottie Kcit}'n: [ntroduction to Babﬂ Dol Circle Time
Babg Do” Circ|e Time, bg Dr. Beckg Baileg and Elizabeth Montero—CeFan M.S. E_d available tl‘xrough

(onscious DisciPline, isa developmenta”9 aPProPriate Practice that is used "to enhance the qualitg of relationship
between caregivcrs and chiléren, ]Dy strengt}ﬂcning the attachment, attunement and social Play. ]:or the goungest

cl—wildren, the relationship is the curriculum. Dcve|opment occurs in the context of relatfonsl—zip.”

About | ottie:
| ottie Keith, LFC, NCC, RFT has worked as the Earlg Chilc”wooc{ Mental [Health Consultant for Montezuma

and Dolores counties for the Past two years. 51‘16 served in the same Position 2012-1% for the San Luis \/a”ey, She

is a promoter of all things (Conscious Discipline and believes that teachers have an oPPor‘tunitg to impac’c the future of
the world in Propound ways. fj]we would like to introduce a (Conscious DisciPline creation ca”ec{J Babg Do” Circle

Session ( - K atie Nicolaou & (Cathrine Aason F[oyd; T he [ nhc;}v/cs of Jdeal [_caming: Crcatlhg
f']’{gﬁ-Qua//ty Lcamfng FE nvironments for Evc:y Child
|deallearning environments embrace principles that include a commitment to play, relationship-based interactions;
an ecologically-focused, child-centered perspective; equity; and a strength-based and inquiry-based aPProach
with children, adults and families. |n this session, you will observe these PrinciPles in action, learn more about how
ideal learning approaches create high-quality learning experiences for every child, and engage in discussion with
colleagues about how you already use and could expand the use of these principles in your classrooms. Y ou will
also learn about a grant opportunity to fund the expansion of ideal learning approaches in public settings in pre-

kinclergartcn and kindergarten settings across Colorac{o.
About K atie: K atie serves as Froject I\ﬂanagerr%r FPhase ||| of our |deal Leaming in (olorado work, while

continuing to support ongoing evaluation of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic throughout the early care and
leaming sector. Frevious!g, Katie taught second gra(ie at Ricardo F[ores Magc’m Aca&emg as a Teach for America
C;OVPS Mcmber and worked as a fellow for Mission Spark, a Dcnver—bascd social impact Ccmsultaﬂcg. Katie holds
abBA.in global studies from Colbg Co”ege and an M.A. in teaching from Relay Graduate School of
Education. Katie loves spending time outdoors. When she is not exp]oring the mountains or dagclreaming

about the Maine coast, where she grew up, Katie is alwags in search of new recipes ora goocl book.



About (athrine: As an educator with over 50 years of exPericnce in the field of ear!9 care and education, C:athrine

5
and education finance to | rust for Lcaming and our partners. (athrine holds a Masters Degree in E_arlﬂ

(Childhood |~ ducation and 5P€C181 [~ ducation from the waiversit\q of Colorado at Denver and a doctorate from
the (/lniversitg of Denverin E(Jucationa! Leadcrship and Folicg Studies. f’“]er Passion for social justice and equity

bui[c]ingguicles her work to create systems change and Positive outcomes for children and Families, Particularlq those

(Pronounced' “Katrina”—- it's Norwegian) brings her exPeriencc in qua!itg improvemcnt, Programming, Po]icy studies

from historfca”g underserved Popu]a’cions. (athrine is a coalition builder with cxPericncc in state and federal
systems, Pub[ic and charter school distric’cs, non- and For-PrmCit communitg organizations and Fami[zj childcare. fﬂerjog
in leaming and hcaring different Perspéctives enables her to authentica”g partner and support all voices in

collaboration. When not engaging in herwork in earlg chi[cﬂwood, Cathrine enjogs sPending time with her Fami!q and

trave”ing

Session [D- Adriene Ratican; More F /ay, Fresence and urpose in QOutdoor Lcamlhg [ nvironments
Tl‘le first Part of this session will focus on ]earning about Practices to prepare Hourselmc to engage more in your

clag Whéﬂ OUtdOOTS. Co”ecting min(ﬂFu] ideas ‘FOI" HOUFSC]F an(ﬂ }“IOW t]’“ICSC mag l"ICIP create serve~ancl~retum

oPPortuni’cics with children. T he second part will have sharing ideas about Potential loose parts and activities to

add to t]’“IC WOH&CF oFgour Plagground to expand on experiences Olc thC children WI’“IIIC OU’C&OOFS.

About Adriene:
Adriene Ratican has been working and training with Montelorcs Early Chi]c”ﬁoo& Council lcorjust over % years. Frior

to that she was in Mancos working as a ParaProFessfonal for Mancos Earlg Lcarning (Center. Sl’]C feels fortunate to
have fallen into the field of Ear19 Chilc”wooc{ and she is eagerto share some useful reflective Practices and outdoor
play ideas with other [ professionals at the ['lay Summit. During the pandemic she dug into professional
development opportunities including " QI T -[ xpanding Quality in |nfant and T oddler Care trainer of the trainers
tl’wrough the Oxcmcfce of Ear]9 Chilc”nooc{, OMN] Lcac{ership Fracticum with Rebecca | arson, EarlH Childhoo&
Qutdoor | earning [~ nvironments from North Carolina State (Jniversity, became a certified trainer and coach for the
State of Co!oracio and reconnected with her Passfon and aPPreciation for the outdoors. ]c{ea”g, she would love to see
more emphasis on outdoor learning space environments, but one step at a time as they say. On a more personal side,

she may be found hanging with her i ]~9ear~old son, visiting with friends or out walking her many c{ogs that she keePs

inviting in. [Her sPirit animal is the raven.

Session [~ - Annalisc Romoser; Introduction to Ac]vocacy forE C Frotessionals
**5Pccial Guest Senator Don Coram!** T his will be an interactive worksl—xop, designed to share with you easy
steps to aclvocating for carly childhood. We will focus on your lived cxPerienccs as - C Progcssionals, and how

those can be used to communicate with lawmakers about the imPor’cance of inve sting in early childhood. You will

have the chance to take an advocacy action, during this session, in favor of ear% childﬁood. This session
Y g Y

qualiﬁcs for PDIS credit if complctcd‘ I look forward to learning and aclvocating with Houl

About Annalise:
Annalise is the Colorado manager for Save the Children Action Network. Throughout her career she has

led humanitarian, dcvelopmcnt, and human rights camPaigns—mobilizing advocates and engaging
lawmakers. She has worked in Latin America and the United States. Annalise received her Master of Arts in

Latin American studies from the University of California, San Dic%o, and holds a certificate in international
human rights and humanitarian law from American University, Washington Co”cgc of Law. She currcntlg
serves as board chair for the Latin America Working Group Education fund.



L(//NCﬁ aﬂdLE,AKN~ﬁay]>anc/~ 12:30~1:15

| isa Matter; IMH-F ® |nfant Familg \C)lpccia]isté’ E xpancling_ Oualitg in [nfant T oddler C are |nitiative Managcr

| isa began her work in earlg childhood at the age of 2, when her mom began a co~oPerative Preschoo! in order to
get them both out of the house. T he most imPortant educational Period of life, imcanc5 and toddlerhood, has

been a central Passion and theme throug}wout | isa’s career. | he majoritg of her time with children has been with
the remarkable age group of one- and two~9ear~olds in a variety of high~qualit9 childcare settings. After teaching

infants and toddlers for 15 years shejoined the EQ/Statewide team as the Senior |nfant | oddler Specialist

at the Colorado Department of [~ ducation. Currently, she manages the [T (Q [nitiative at the Colorado
Department of [uman Services. She now teaches adults about infant and toddler development with a focus on
building the reflective capacity of caregivers in order to ensure cach and every child has access to the responsive
adult relationships that signify quality care in the first three years. She is deeply committed to improving

exPeriences for all infants and toddlers and believes that our convictions need on!g be equaled bg our compassion

in order to see the c%anges that will ensure a meaning}cul life for babies and those who care for them.

Dr. Kag Fl—iclps; Associate Professor Fort | ewis (o"cgc, Teacher IF ducation Dr. Kag Fhelps earned her
doctorate in |~ ducational Leadersl’xip and Clﬂange from ]:ie]cling (raduate Ur\iversitg, Santa Barbara, (alifornia.
[Her research examines cultura”}j resPonsive Familg engagement and home/school/community Partnerships. A
veteran teacher and Fulbright Scl‘lolar, Dr‘ Fhelps taught for three decades in Southwest Colorac‘io and the
Ur\itea Kingclom before accepting a Position as a [rofessor of | eacher |~ ducation at [Fort | ewis Co”egc where

herinterestin Ieveraging Partnerships and oPtimizing collaboration is aPPIicd to science and environmental ]iteracy

instruction

Dr. C athrine Aason Flogd;Trust for] earning — See bio above in Session C

Door Frize Dr:aw:hgs —~ [:15-1:30

We have door prizcs this conferencel We will be randomly sclccting winners from Participants thatare Prcscnt!




5pecia| thanks to our SpPONSsors:

[ort [ ewis (ollege
Becker's School Supply
Discount School Supply

[ he Discovery Source
Kaplan
[ akeshore
Miriam PBeloglovsky
Montelores [~ arly (hildhood (_ouncil
for supporting the 10th Annual [Fort [ ewis SW [~ arly Childhood (_onference

Fart 2 - /aﬂ Summit!

Wc also want to thank all the jorcscntcrs.’

7773/7;4 you all for coming!

(_onterence (_ommittee:
M/C/m//c Carlocntcr, /<r/5 (oreer, \/an‘g/ MCCOﬂ

~~~~~~~~~~~ e /mloc to see you again in the falll ~~~~mm~





