
 

Creatǆng aǄǄ
-atural .lay Area 
 
ĹX 2e ǆǅǄ to creǆte PRO0EC0ED /PACE/ǃ

for chǅldrenX Protected /pǆces ǆre spǆcesǃ
chǅldren cǆn plǆy wǅthout ǅnterruptǅon ofǃ
othersXǃ

● Lǆvǆng 3ǆllow 1unnel or 3ǆllow HutǄ
● 3ooden .ost HutǄ
● HaǅǅocksǄǄ
● 0and ,ǆllages ŌsandĜ waterĜ draǅatǆc playĜ looseǄ

partsōǄǄ
● Corners of playǄǄ
● .lay HousesǄ
● Mud Kǆtchens Ōare great for cornersōǄǄ
● 1ransǆent 0paces ŌteepeesĜ tentsĜ electrǆcalǄ

conduǆt structuresōǄ
● 3eepǆng 1rees for Hǆdǆng 0paces Ō3eepǆngǄ

3hǆte MulberryōǄ
Ǆ
Ǆ
ĺX 2e ǆǅǄ to creǆte envǅronǄents thǆt EMPO2ER chǅldrenXǃǃ
ǃ
Loose .arts are ǅaterǆals that can be ǅovedĜǄ
carrǆedĜ coǅbǆnedĜ redesǆgnedĜ lǆned upĜ andǄ
taken apart and put back together ǆn ǅultǆpleǄ
waysYǄǄ
Nǆturǆl Loose Pǆrtsǃ
● AcornsĜ pǆneconesĜ stǆcksĜ leavesǄ
● 1ree stuǅpsǄ
● Logs and tree cookǆesǄǄ
● +aǅboo polesǄ
● Cut grassesĜ weedsĜ branchesǄ
● *rǆftwoodǄ
● Flat stonesǄ
● 0andĜ MudĜ 3aterǄǄ
● 0tonesĜ pebblesĜ rocksǄ
● 0hellsǄ
ǃ
Mǆnufǆctured Loose Pǆrtsǃ
● +oards and luǅberǄ
● CansĜ bucketsĜ bǆnsĜ cratesǄ
● ChaǆrsĜ tablesǄ
● *ressňup clothes and props ŌscarvesĜ hatsĜ bootsĜ capesōǄ
● Fabrǆc Ō0heetsĜ blanketsĜ towelsĜ rugsōǄ

 



 
● .otsĜ pansĜ kǆtchen utensǆlsǄ
● 0poolsǄ
● 0teerǆng wheels and tǆresǄ
● 1oy AnǆǅalsǄ
● 1oy vehǆclesǄ
● 3agonsĜ bǆkesǄǄ
Ǆ
Ǆ
ĻX 2e celebrǆte the CONNEC0ION of chǅldren wǅth nǆture spǆcesǃ
ǆnd nǆturǆl Ǆǆterǅǆlsǃ
Inspǅrǅng IǄǆgǅnǆtǅonǃǃ
● .rotected 0paces š Magǆcal HǆdeawaysǄ
● .erforǅance 0tagesǄ
● Mǆnǆature 3orldsǄ
● Chǆldň0ǆze EleǅentsǄ
● Messy Materǆals Ō0andĜ ǅudĜ waterōǄǄ
Ǆ
Ǆ
Awǆkenǅng the /ensesǃ
● 0ensory )ardenǄǄ
● Fruǆt or ,egetable )ardenǄ
● Flowerǆng perennǆal plantsǄ
● Musǆcal InstruǅentsǄǄ
● 0hrubsǄ
Ǆ
Chǆllengǅng Bodǅesǃǃ
● Logs and wobbly rocks for balancǆngǄ
● +ouldersǄ
● Hǆlls š 0lopes for rollǆng and slǆdǆng downǄ
● 1rees for clǆǅbǆngǄ
● 1raǆls and Open 0paces for /unnǆngǄ
● ,ǆnesĜ ropesĜ and branches for hangǆng and swǆngǆngǄ
Ǆ
Other CoǄponentsǃ
● Entryway featuresǄǄ
● )atherǆng AreaǄ
● Large )ross Motor AreaǄ
● Art AreaǄǄ
Ǆ
ResourcesYǃǃ
/obǆn ChrǆstǆeĜ ChǆldspaceĜ ​httpsZššwwwYchǆldspaceYcoYnzšǄ
Nature Play at Home​ by -ancy 0trǆnǆsteǄ
For resources on Colorado -ature )rants and 0ensory )arden Colorado .lantsĜ pleaseǄ
vǆsǆtZǄǄ
httpsZššwwwYrootsandwǆngsfcYcoǅšnature 
Natural Playscapes: Creating Outdoor Play Environments for the Soul ​by /usty KeelerǄ
Learning with Nature: Embedding Outdoor Practice ​by Claǆre 3ardenǄ
 Ǆ
 

https://www.childspace.co.nz/
https://www.rootsandwingsfc.com/nature

