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Presentation Outline 
• Temperature check

• Project History

• PEAK Today – Programs and Functions

• PEAK Tomorrow – New Programs

• Timeline

• Resources

• Questions



Temperature Check 
By show of hands: 

• Who has heard of PEAK Colorado?

• Has anyone used PEAK?

• Who has heard of the Universal Application Project?

• Who do we have in the room: Teachers, Parents, Early
Childhood Councils, County Staff, others?



Project History 
• House Bill 2010 – 1028-Establishes the Early Childhood

Universal Application Subcommittee of the Government
Data Advisory Board.

• Subcommittee membership included State Agencies,
Governor’s Office, Community Colleges, and Program
Representatives of services from the legislation.

“Vision: All families will easily and efficiently access and receive the 
benefits and services for which they are eligible.” 



Project History 
• House Bill 2010 – 1028-Target the following programs for a 

common online application: 

• Medicaid, Children’s Basic Health 
Plan, Head Start, Colorado 
Preschool Program, Colorado Child 
Care Assistance Program, Free & 
Reduced Lunch, Child and Adult 
Care Food Program, Colorado 
Works, Special Supplemental 
Nutrition for Women, Infants, and 
Children, Food Stamps, Early 
Childhood Councils, Low-Income 
Energy Assistance, and Affordable 
Housing. 

 



Project History 
• Colorado is awarded the Race to the  
Top Early Learning Challenge grant  
of $44.8 million. 
 
• Colorado has focused on the  
following priorities with this grant: 
  
• Through the grant Colorado was  
able to invest in the Universal  
Application vision established by  
legislation. 



PEAK Today 
• PEAK today supports Colorado Families applying for 

Medicaid, Food Assistance, Cash Assistance, 
Children’s Basic Health Plan, and Special 
Supplemental Nutrition for Women, Infants, and 
Children. 

• Currently programs from both the Department of 
Human Services, and the Department of Healthcare 
Policy and Financing use this system. 

• Families utilizing PEAK have access to 3 features: 
“Am I Eligible,” “Apply for Benefits,” and “Manage 
My Account.” 

https://coloradopeak.force.com 
 

https://coloradopeak.secure.force.com/
https://coloradopeak.force.com/


PEAK Today 

• In September 2014:  

• 5,474 families used the Am I Eligible tool,  

• 3,529 were found potentially eligible, and  

• 1,289 were specifically potentially WIC eligible.  

• Over 304,000 anonymous screenings have 
occurred since launch in Oct. 2009. 

• In September 2014: 

• 16,820 families used the Apply for Benefits tool, 

• Over 530,000 online applications have occurred 
since the sites launch. 



New PEAK and Universal 
Application 



Universal Application 
Programs 
CDHS: Early Intervention, Low-Income Energy 

Assistance, Child Care Assistance Program 

CDE: Colorado Preschool Program, Child Find, School 
Nutrition Programs 

CDPHE: Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants, and Children 

Non-state agency programs: Nurse-Family Partnership, 
Healthy Steps, Parents As Teachers, Home Instruction 
for Parents of Preschool Youngsters, and Head Start 



Functionality 

* Manage My Benefits is accessible to the public whether or not the apply through PEAK Online 

• “Am I Eligible”: CCCAP, Head Start, NFP, PAT, HIPPY, LEAP, 
WIC, School Nutrition, Healthy Steps, Child Find, and Early 
Intervention (11 of 12) 
 

• “Apply for Benefits”: CCCAP, Head Start, NFP, and LEAP 
 

• “Manage My Account*”: CCCAP 



Functionality 

* Manage My Benefits is accessible to the public whether or not the apply through PEAK Online 



2014-15 Timeline 
 

June Release 

WIC 
November 9th Release 

NFP 
CPP 
PAT 
HIPPY 
Healthy Steps 

March 22nd Release 

CCCAP 
Head Start 
EI 
Child Find 
LEAP 
School Nutrition 



Universal Application 
Resources 

http://www.coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.com 



Universal Application 
Resources 

https://www.sites.google.com/site/peakoutreachinitiative/ 



Questions? 



Universal Application 
Presentation 

Contact Information: 

Colin Tackett, Business Analyst 

(303) 866-4528 

Colin.Tackett@state.co.us 
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